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SW 298

First Draft Paper Directions
55 points total 
1) Revisions of final proposal 

a. Recommended changes 

· Changes recommended by instructor on final proposal made 

· Reasoning for not making recommended changes detailed on check-list cover page or previously discussed with instructor.

b. Editing

· Entire proposal edited for improvement: grammar mistakes corrected, wording improved, writing tightened overall.

c. Updates

· Changed from future tense to past tense, any changes in methods or procedures that occurred updated, final proposal included in submission

2) Abstract: on a separate page; maximum of 250 words; single-spaced, 
Brief description of the study’s:

· Purpose

· Methods (including research design, sampling procedures, final sample size and study site)  
· Main findings

· Implications of the findings for social work

3) Introduction: 3 to 4 pages (same directions as in the final assignment for fall; 

     make sure to change wording to past tense) 
· Description of Research Problem 

· Brief Background

· Research Statement

· Relevance to Social Work

4) Literature Review: 4 to 5 pages (same directions as in the final assignment for 

     fall; make sure to change wording to past tense) 

· Background

· Theory

· Body sections

· Hypothesis and/or research question

5) Methods: 5 to 6 pages (same directions as in the final assignment for fall; make 

sure to change wording to past tense; also make sure to edit this section to 

reflect what you actually did because what you proposed in the fall may have changed) 

· Research Design

· Sampling methods and sample size 
· Study Site
· Variables and Measures (including reliability and validity for quantitative measures and credibility/trustworthiness for qualitative instruments) 
· Human Subjects Considerations

· Procedures and Data Collection Techniques
· Analysis of Data

6) Results: 4 to 10 pages 
· Quantitative results are clearly presented with APA formatted tables (contained in the Appendix) and text that describes key findings and refers reader to the tables
· Tables, figures and graphs should go in the Appendix 

· Qualitative results are clearly presented through identification of themes (e.g. concepts that represent key findings from the data) and illustrated with the use of quotes 
· SPSS output are attached (and/or several pages showing the process of qualitative analysis)
· Results are correctly reported and interpreted 

7) Discussion: 3 to 5 pages
· Brief summary of the purpose of the study, hypotheses and/or research questions and the main findings

· Clear and thorough discussion of how the results are consistent (or not) with the literature review

· Interpretation of the meaning of the findings / explanation for unexpected results attempted

· Clear discussion of limitations and strengths of the study

 8) Implications for Social Work: 2 to 3 pages 

· Thoughtful description of the implications of the findings of your study for social work practice, policy, research or education

· Description of how your findings are related to the transcultural model, including: cultural knowledge; cultural competence; power, privilege, oppression, and structural contexts; positionality and self-reflexivity; and/or respectful partnership

· Integration of your knowledge from other courses in the social work curriculum (i.e., HBSE, policy, practice, and research) and application of this knowledge to your study
9)   References

· Reference list comes before the appendices

· Each work cited in the text must appear in the reference list 

· Use APA format 
10)  Appendices
· Label appendices as A. B C. etc…

· Tables, charts or graphs for quantitative results

· Surveys, questionnaires, semi-structured interview or focus group guides, data extraction forms, etc.

· IRB approval letter
· Agency approval memo 
10)  Writing: edit carefully to ensure:
· Proper grammar

· Correct sentence Structure

· Correct spelling 

· Paper is written in past tense 

11) Organization of Paper
· Transitions between ideas are clear
· Paragraphs are well developed with supportive information 

12) APA

· In-text references

· Reference list

· Headings/sub-headings

· Tables, graphs, charts

· In-text statistics

· Use of APA guidelines for reducing bias in language

