Summary Lab Report Guidelines
Summary lab reports are shorter than the full lab reports. The following sections should be included:

· Title Page

· Abstract

· This is a 150-250 word summary of the work you did, the results, and the conclusions. It is NOT an introduction to your lab report. Be specific and concise.

· Background and Objectives

· Include a summary of the theory in this section and only the most important equations, if at all. 

· Experimental Results

· Include a note directing the reader to the lab handout for the procedure and apparatus
· The discussion here does not need as much detail as with a full report. However, you still need to discuss why the results look the way they do. Reference all calculations in the appendix.
· Do not give “old equipment” as a reason for experimental results not matching expectations. If you believe that the age of the equipment is an issue, discuss which particular part(s) of the equipment are causing variations and how those problems are affecting results.

· Conclusions and Recommendations

· References

· Appendices

· Raw data will typically go in an appendix rather than in the body of the report. In addition, the appendix should include your calculations, giving all equations used in symbolic form first before numbers are added.

The grading sheet gives more details about what should be included in each section. The summary report should be no longer than two single-spaced pages (with a blank line between paragraphs) or four double-spaced pages, excluding figures.
