STUDENT CONVERSATION STARTERS

I have been noticing some of your strengths at school. Give some concrete examples

I have noticed that you seem to get stuck or struggle at the following times.

QUESTION SAMPLES 

1. What is your daily after school routine?  Who is with you?  When do you go to daycare?

2. How do you feel about school?

3. If there were something you could change in school what would it be?

4. What is your favorite subject to do in school?

5. What is your favorite activity to do at home?

6. When do you go to bed/wake up?

7. What do you often have for breakfast, dinner?

8. What are your goals for this year?

9. What do you think you are good at?

10. What have you done that you are proud of?

11. What do you think would help you at school to do well?

12. How do you think you learn best?

13. What gets in the way of your learning?

14. Do you prefer group or individual work time? Why?

15. Is there something the teacher could do to help you do better? Describe?

16. Do you see school friends outside of school? 

17. Who are your friends in school?

 

CONVERSATION IDEAS

The interview with each child is going to be different, so there is no one standard procedure to conduct an effective interview. Rather, think about the child and under what circumstances they will likely respond the best – which implies, under what conditions will they feel the most at ease?  Often, sharing lunch together or cleaning up the room together at the end of the school day can be effective.  Children will sometimes open up more when it isn’t an eye-to-eye interaction.  You are using the interview to share with the student some of what you now know are their strengths.  You also want to find out as much as possible about how the child feels at school.  The interview questions above are not meant to be a required list, but rather suggestions to get your juices going.
 

1.      You can write while you talk with the child. Just tell him/her what you are doing and that it is so you can remember all the helpful things he says.

2.      Listen to the child and be ready to ask something you had not anticipated asking.

3.      Think about ways to find out answers other than just talking,  for instance, have the child draw a picture of his family and then ask him to talk about the picture.

4.      Don’t do the whole conversation at one time if it does not seem appropriate for the child. You are in charge of this. Use your best judgment.

5.       Get a language interpreter if needed.

6.       Consider using an interactive journal instead of a one-shot interview

7.       Consider bringing examples of student work that show what the student has learned and that help to demystify challenges they may be having.

