TOPICS FOR ARGUMENTATION AND DEBATE

All topics need to be cleared by me before proceeding with any assignment.  The following are suggestions, or you can conference with me regarding your own topic.

Environmental Issues


Global warming:  Is it a natural cycle or caused by humans?

Alternative energy sources


Conservation


Geothermal power

Solar power, natural gas, wind, water, hydrogen, coal, water. Are they viable alternatives to oil? Are they too expensive?

Rain forests. Does the U.S. have the right to regulate the world’s rain forests?
Nuclear power. Should America build more nuclear power plants to wean ourselves off of foreign oil? What about coal mining?

Managing America’s forests

Oil drilling in Alaska


Keystone Pipeline

Responding to natural disasters: Should the government give federal aid to those who deliberately build their homes and business in hurricane areas, and coastal areas?

Fracking

Social Issues
Parental consent laws for abortions for minors. Does a girl under the age of 17 have a right to get an abortion without her parents’ knowledge?

RU Pill for minors

Do public schools have a political agenda? Do they reflect political or social bias?


Do abstinence programs work? 
Should there be restrictions on abortions? (Texas bill) after 20 weeks of gestation? Are late-term abortions justifiable?
Do fetuses feel pain? 

Should the U.S. abolish partial-birth abortion?

Is partial-birth abortion immoral? Is late term abortion immoral?

Adoption laws. Should a mother have up to 3 months to decide whether or not to keep her baby?
Surrogacy laws

Sperm donors: Are they responsible for their biological children?

Do fathers have rights? Do fathers have a say in whether or not their wife/girlfriend gets an abortion?

How are children influenced in traditional families vs. same-sex families?

California’s law regarding transgender locker rooms and bathrooms. Does this law go too far?
Law against groups meeting to “cure gayness” Is this a violation of “the right to assembly regardless of the reason?”

“Gender-free” parenting


Gender-free language and laws in Sweden. Does it go too far?


Human embryo experimentation


Organ transplant waiting lists

Should the selling of human organs be legalized?

Opt out organ donation policy and the black market of organ donation


Reproductive technology, invitro for women over 50
Selective abortion regarding gender: Do parents have the right to choose the gender of their child by abortion?

Responding to AIDS epidemic or ebola
AIDS in developing countries. Does the U.S. have a responsibility to fund and educate people about safe sex in Third World Countries?

Animal rights/experimentation


Mental illness. Should society bring back institutions for mentally ill?
Homelessness. What are the causes? Should they be allowed to sleep on the sidewalk or in shop doorways? 



Panhandling laws


Spanking laws


Vaccinations


National health insurance/Affordable Health Care Act or Obamacare
Obama’s mandates for health care coverage (including birth control)


Addiction and Drug Laws. What should society do with addicts?
Child labor laws. Are U.S. child labor laws too strict for older kids who want to work?
Do sexual predators have civil rights? Post sexual predator’s address online?

Human slave trafficking


Domestic violence

Does foster care really help children? Should society bring back orphanages?



Reparations for slavery


Racial equality:  Is Affirmative Action still necessary?  

Drugs for children with ADD and ADHT


Religion and politics. Is the idea of “separation of church and state” a fallacy?
Does the media intentionally fuel racial tension? Does mainstream media have a political and social agenda? 

Evolution and intelligent design taught in public schools

Racial profiling:  airports, police

Immigration:  Should the U.S. seal the border? Do undocumented immigrants have legal rights and unlimited use of public services?  


Scholarships for undocumented students (The Dream Act), driver’s licenses
Voter ID laws

Outsourcing


Juveniles tried as adults


Hate crimes? Are they fair? Are they necessary?
Should people lose their jobs when they make a sexist, racist, or homophobic remark? (Harvard’s president was fired for commenting that women aren’t as attracted to scientific fields of study.)
Should people lose their jobs because they donated money to fund certain politicians or proposed laws?

Is it fair to post on the internet, names and addresses of people who donated to political campaigns or voter propositions?

Do people have the right to make offensive comments in private? Should they be punished if someone secretly videotapes them?


Media bias (FOX News, MSNBC)
Are the police being portrayed unfairly? Do they have a right to shoot an unarmed person if they feel that person is a threat?


Three Strikes law


Juvenile curfew laws


Dispensing birth control in high schools


Gambling


Cyber-bullying and free speech rights

Home schooling


Drunk driving laws

Should colleges crack down on partying? Or they responsible for drunk students?
Date rape. If a woman passes out because she’s drunk or high, is she accountable in any way for being sexually violated?

Teen sexuality and pregnancy


Mandatory drug testing


Seatbelt and motorcycle helmet laws


High school exit exams


Single-sex schools. Do they produce better students?

Raising the legal driving age to 18

Capitalism vs socialism, the “One percent.” Is there a war on the upper class? Do poor people have a moral high ground over rich people?

Is there really a “war on women?”

Has feminism gone too far? Does it demonize men? Does gender equality equal gender sameness?


Has democracy outlived its usefulness?


Minimum wage laws. Are McDonald’s workers entitled to $15 an hour pay?

Do ethnic studies promote racial tension?


The American flag and Cinco de Mayo

Has our court system become a platform for social justice? I.e, the Zimmerman case, racial tensions between citizens and police in Ferguson, Missouri. 
Does the media attempt to try suspects in the “court of public opinion?”

Does the government have the right to regulate what we eat:  banning Happy Meals, New York City ban on large sodas, etc.
Is pornography addictive? 
Does pornography increase violence against women?

Is society sexualizing children? Is it encouraging sexuality in children?

Legalization of marijuana, pot laws in Colorado. 
Is marijuana a gateway drug?

Should animals be kept in captivity?  Should zoos be banned?

Should a university education be free?

Are online courses as effective as traditional in class methods?

Should performance enhancing drugs be permitted in sports? Is Barry Bond’s home run record valid because he used steroids?
Do violent video games have a negative influence on kids?

Gun control laws/banning guns

Criminal justice vs. criminal rehabilitation
Zero tolerance policies in school. Are they workable? Have they gone too far?
Random drug-testing in schools

Free Speech zone on college campuses

Speech codes on college campuses. Are colleges trying to police your speech? 
Is political correctness gone too far? 

Compulsory voting. Should we be required to vote?
Banning the use of animals as objects of sport and entertainment

Implementing “fat taxes”

Requiring obese people to buy 2 airplane seats? Is this discrimination against obese people justified?
Should parents be responsible for the damage their children cause? I.e., graffiti, vandalism, etc.
GMO’s

Wiki-leaks:  Is it justified? How much access should the public be allowed to sensitive documents? Is Snowden a traitor to the U.S.?
Does the government have the right to restrict freedom of speech? I.e. San Jose considered passing a law to ban the n-word.
Should school teachers be armed? Do they have the right to carry concealed weapons? Is this a good solution in case there’s a shooter on campus?
Legalize polygamy

Should the U.S. abolish the electoral college?

Term limits on politicians

Mandatory national service
Veganism

Do companies have the right to market their goods to children?

Enacting gender quotas, Title IX. Has that harmed sports?
Making English the official language

Teaching self-esteem in public schools:  generating a sense of entitlement?

Banning animal dissections in high schools and universities

Are ethnicity-based scholarships racist?

Can ethics be taught in school?

Did the California Supreme Court have the right to overturn Proposition 8? (Prop. 8 defined marriage between a man and a woman and was voted in by California voters.)

Are children of same sex parents as emotionally healthy as children raised with the traditional nuclear family that has a mom and a dad?

Should society make it harder for couples to get a divorce? Should “no-fault” divorce laws be repealed?

Is the attention to “girl power” hurting boys in our society? Is the public school system designed for and favoring girls?
Should students be admitted into college based on income and not race?

Should parents of cyber-bullies be penalized if they failed to monitor their child’s internet activity?

Should high schools teach students how to drive?

Should multi-culturalism be taught in elementary schools or high schools?

Should schools be required to punish cyber-bullies (i.e. Saratoga high school student Audrey Pott’s parents sued the high school for failing to protect their child from suicide.)

Are “helicopter” parents or “tiger” moms hurting their kids?
Should students be able to wear what they want to high school (NRA t-shirt, etc.)

Has a college degree outlived its usefulness?

Should students be required to graduate from high school?

Concealed handgun licenses.  Are California’s handgun laws too strict?

Is hunting a viable sport?

Should schools be a gun-free zone?

Does living together before marriage increase the likelihood of divorce? Does it hinder marriage?
Should the “No Child Left Behind” act be repealed?


Other Global Issues

Terrorism

Should the U.S. allow the assassination of dictators?
War in Iraq. Was it a big waste? Is Pres. Obama policies undermining Iraq?
Should the U.S. become isolationists?

Has the U.N. failed?

Bring back the military draft.
Are 9/11 conspiracy theories viable?

Multiple deployments of military reserve. Is it fair for soldiers to be deployed again and again?
Patriot Act: What is it? Does it undermine our civil rights?
Treatment of veterans of War in Iraq
Civil liberties and terrorism

Torture:  Is it ever justified?

Is waterboarding torture?

Democratizing the Middle East: Should the U.S. promote this or butt out?
Does the world hate the U.S.? Is the U.S. a positive global force? Should the U.S. fight to remain the most powerful nation in the world? Does that serve the world’s best interests?
Nuclear weapons in Third World countries. Should the U.S. try to stop nations like Iraq from having a nuclear weapon?
Should the U.S. intervene in Third World Countries in terms of how they treat women?

Biological and chemical weapons

How should the U.S. treat terrorist combatants as legitimate prisoners (Geneva Convention rules) in the war on terror?

Bioterrorism

Dependence on foreign oil

Homeland security

U.S. policy toward rogue nations

Placing limitations on presidential power
C.I.A.

Islamic Fundamentalism. How much of a threat is it?
The peace movement:  Is pacifism realistic?
National Security, Patriot Act
Protecting American’s borders

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Should the U.S. continue to help and support Israel?
Should the U.S. assassinate cruel dictators like Saddam Hussein and Hitler rather than sending troops to war?

Other General Issues

Boot camp for teen offenders

Speech codes on university campuses

Military recruiting and high school/college campuses

Free speech limits in media
Is the media really biased?

Muslims in America/Europe:  What happens when religious beliefs clash with government policies? Should Muslims be held to the same westernized standard laws even though their religious/cultural practices are different? Should the U.S. implement Sharia laws similar to Europe’s?
Should religious symbols be banned in the workplace?
Do tattoos undermine one’s employment prospects or credibility?

