Editorial Exercise

Evan Bayh, “Why I’m Leaving the Senate”

1. List the features that make this piece effective.
2. Discuss the features that were not used that could have made it more effective.  For instance, what is the writer’s angle? 

3. What is the writer trying to achieve (purpose)?

4. What is his/her main point?

5. What does the commentary do to grab readers’ attention and help them decide quickly whether it’s worth reading?

6. How would you describe the style, and how does the writer achieve this style?

7. What kinds of information does the writer use to support his/her points?

8. Does the organization reflect the type of organization we’ve discussed?

9. Is the argument reasonable?  Ethical?  What available means of persuasion does the writer rely on in terms of ethos, logos, and pathos?

