Mythbusters Essay Guidelines

Your project is due on __Sept 9 _____________ at the beginning of class.  

Two pages double-spaced

Your project needs to include all of the following components:

· Heading - A heading that clearly states the myth (hypothesis) tested

· Experiment - A description of the experiment and the steps followed

· Controls - What controls were used to show the data was worthwhile

· Data - The data collected

· Analysis - Analysis of the results

· Conclusion - Was the myth busted?

Explanation of Controls

In a medical study, some of the patients are given a placebo (a sugar pill) rather than the actual medicine being tested.  The placebo gives the doctors the ability to compare the results of the group taking the medicine to a group that thinks they are taking the medicine.  If the results are the same, then the medicine is not effective.

The number of controls is determined by your experiment.  If you are testing what kind of music makes plants grow best, you should have some plants that are kept in a quiet place.  The plants in the quiet area are the control group.  Results from the entertained plants would be compared to the plants from the quiet area.  Any differences would tell us if music has an effect on plant growth.

