San José State University

School of Social Work

ScWk 240

Week 11 Class Exercise:

Conducting and Participating in a Focus Group
In a group of five to eight students, please select two focus group facilitators, and one note taker

The facilitators are responsible for:

· orienting the participants to the purpose of the focus group

· asking the questions, 

· asking any follow-up questions, and 

· monitoring the quality of the responses (i.e. are people answering the questions, is the conversation going off-track, etc…)
The note taker is responsible for taking notes on people’s responses. It is not necessary to write down everything that someone says, only the most important points.  

One of the facilitators should provide the orientation to the group and ask the first two questions, while the other facilitator should address the remaining three questions and concluding comments. The facilitators should encourage everyone in the group to participate. The note taker in each group will be asked to provide a brief report back to the entire class after about what was learned from this exercise..  
The research statement for this research is: 

This research examines MSW student perceptions of the quality of the Field Education program at the School of Social Work at SJSU.

The overall research question for this qualitative research is: 

What are the strengths and weakness of the Field Education program within the School of Social Work at SJSU?
Focus Group Questions 
1. What aspects of the supervision that you receive from your Field Instructor are most beneficial to you?

2. What aspects of the supervision that you receive from your Field Instructor are least beneficial to you?

3. What aspects of the Field Seminars are most beneficial to you?

4.  What aspects of the Field Seminars are least beneficial to you? 
5. Please identify at least two recommendations that you have to improve the quality of the Field Education program.

