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AMERICAN FOLK THEORY
  VS.  SAMBIAN FOLK THEORY OF 

OF HOMOSEXUALITY




SEXUALTIY

· 2 labeled categories of people: 
"homosexual" "heterosexual"

· Who you ARE vs. what you DO

· Gender "Identity"

· Permanent vs. Situational

· Not a choice—Flaw in Developmental process

· genetic or hormonal

· Freud's stages in acquisition of "core gender identity"

incl. family causes:


"weak or absent father, domineering mother"

APPLYING FRAMEWORKS TO SOME SEXUAL PRACTICES
1. Reproductive Consequences:      [Demographic impact]
·  Population size

·  Population Equilibrium: Balance population & resources
e.g. celibacy among priests and nuns [land fragmentation produces land poverty; celibacy reduces fertility rates; ], age of marriage [reduces # offspring],  female education [more=later age of marriage=lower birth rate]; polygamy [multiple spouses: polyandry, polygyny], male warriors [male expendability, reproductively], govt-religious policy on contraception & abortion [affects group population size, with political & economic consequences]
attitudes towards extra-marital sex, etc.
2. Social Consequences

· Social Reproductive Impact

·  Other social, economic, political, impacts

e.g. 

· Sambia Folk Theory of Male Development [sss]

· American Folk Theory of Homosexuality: 

          -stigmatize homosexuality to reinforce heterosexuality

          -reinforce gender ideology of gender polarization and

               biological essentialism

          -reinforce gender roles [prevent challenges to; androgyny]
          -reinforce the nuclear family & male head of household
· "racial "miscegenation" laws [preserve markers of racial hierarchy; preserve race-based system of social stratification & inequality]   Loving Vs. Virginia, 1967, ruled such laws unconstitutional.
· Parental/Family control over marriage & mating [reproduces social system, including race, religious, ethnic, class hierarchy]
· Virginity: promotes marriage [with culturally defined linked roles, including provider-domestic/child care role]

· Women’ Control over their own Reproductive Decisions: [sexual autonomy; marriage optional for sex or children; 
· Population Growth vs. ZPG [zero population growth]

· 
Political consequences of higher birth rates in a democracy

·    Ecological consequences of higher birth rates, especially in higher consuming countries

