LLDAA meeting - August 22, 2009

Attendees:  Carrie Esler, Ellen Goldman, Karen O’Neill, Valerie Basescu Kiadeh

Dept. News:  Most SJSU LLD lecturers will be laid off in Spring ’10. All LLD 98 and 99 classes were eliminated and current students will have only one chance to pass LLD 01 or 02. If they fail, they will need to return to community college.  SJSU estimates 700 students will be affected by these changes.

Faculty  are taking a 9.2% pay cut based on 9 furlough days are mandated each semester for all staff.  Teachers can choose to cancel classes three times per semester.  Many faculty are confused and upset about this new situation.

Alumni Outreach:  A discussion took place as how to best reach and recruit new LLDAA members.

We need to contact the recent grads again and Carrie will look into this by contacting Michelle, the past LLDSA president.  We also may want to get the full listing of all LLD alumni such as the list the newsletter goes out to and contact them about a Fall event in the planning stages and joining in the LLDAA meetings.   Another idea was to stop publishing the newsletter and instead to update the alum website with news that previously went into the electronic newsletter.  This would also alleviate someone from having to find someone willing to do all the work involved in publishing the newsletter.    Thanks to Pat for her many years of that responsibility.  

Karen and Valerie noted that SJSU has a new website and that the LLD site directs alumni to the general SJSU alum website needing further clicks to get to the LLDAA site.  (I tried and didn’t see this, but I may have been using the old site).   Valerie will check on this. We discussed that we don’t want LLD alum to have to navigate via the SJSU alum page which tends to solicit money from alums.  This lead to a discussion of what the purpose of the LLDAA group is - we are NOT in existence to ask for funds, but primarily to provide networking, help with educational programs, and have a good time. This is a topic to be continued at a future meeting.  Karen also mentioned we need to verify that the website doesn’t display the LLDAA member list – too public. 

Lastly, Karen had the idea to make small stickers for LLD alum that we could all place in a corner of our name tags at any TESOL event identifying us as SJSU LLD graduates.  They could be nickel sized and in blue and yellow, the school colors.  We would each carry around a few extra to hand out to other alums as we meet them at TESOL events.  

Mission statement:  Do we have one?  I checked the website and found the following-

 http://www.sjsu.edu/linguistics/people/alumni/index.htm

Our purpose and primary objectives are:

· to promote the common interests among the alumni of the Department of LLD of San Jose State University;

· to develop sources of funds to be used for the benefit of alumni, student scholarships, and cultural, career, and pedagogical activity of the LLD alumni;

· to provide a communications network for graduates, former students and friends of the Department of LLD through such programs as professional meetings, social events, newsletters, online networking, and alumni records;

· to promote multilingual and multicultural awareness.

We will discuss this at another meeting to verify that we are all in agreement with this. 

** FYI - I looked at our bylaws and found the following:

“ Section 2. Fees, Rights, and Termination of Membership

Each member of the Network, except honorary members, shall pay an annual membership fee of $15.”  I’m not aware of anyone following this rule.  Does anyone else know about this? 

Future Events:

Fall event- guest speaker in October, probably Rosemary Henze discussing her sabbatical project. Valerie will check with Dr. Henze about her availability. This will likely be an early evening and we will need to publicize, arrange appetizers etc.  Other possible speakers could be Tom Huebner on his Thai research, Pat Nichols on Gullah, the South Carolina dialect she recently published a book on. 

**CATESOL planning meeting this  Sat . September 29  at SJSU.  Valerie is handling site coordination.  Sharmin is the conference chair.  The CATESOL conference is April 22-25 in Santa Clara. 

N. California regional conference is in Concord at Mt. Diablo Adult School on November 7.  

Our next LLDAA meeting is Sat. September 19 at 10:00am at Flames restaurant across from the King library on 4th St.

